[A study on mental symptoms developing during the treatment of Parkinson's disease (author's transl)].
We studied on mental symptoms which developed during the treatment of Parkinson's disease. Hallucination, delusion, and/or delirious state were observed in 23 (22.8%) of 101 cases. The cases with mental symptoms were studied for the incidence, detail of the symptoms, and the factors involved in their development. 1) Mental symptoms were observed in 23 patients and the incidence tended to be highest in the patients in their sixties. 2) In classification of the cases with mental symptoms, 12 cases showed the change of visual experience as main symptom and 3 cases had delusion. In these two cases, disturbance of consciousness was minimum, if any. Eight cases showed delirious state. 3) As for mental symptoms, visual hallucination was most frequently observed. 4) Complication of hypertension and history of depressive state were more frequently observed in the cases with mental symptoms than in those without. 5) Mean daily dose of L-dopa upon the onset of mental symptoms was less than mean daily maximum dose in the cases without mental symptoms. 6) The cases with cerebral atrophy in CT had a tendency to develop mental symptoms. 7) The cases with abnormal EEG were liable to develop mental symptoms. 8) The cases with mental symptoms were more often complicated by dyskinesia than those without. The incidence of mental symptoms during the treatment of Parkinson's disease tended to be high in the aged patients who had all or some of these findings as previous history of psychiatric illness, hypertension, cerebral atrophy and abnormal EEG.